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REPORT

U.S. crisis
brings out
isolationist
feelings

ust when the United States
AH desperately needs to open
new export markets to
address what may become the
worst economic downturn
; since the Great

Depression, a
new poll indi-
cates that
Americans are
' turning increas-
My GpiNjon  ingly isolation-
ist.
OPPENHEIMER  Whetherit's
soppoohemera  free trade or
MiamliHerald com —Bﬂ&m nmanp
Americans said
in the Zogby International/In-
ter-American Dialogue poll that

they have little trust in the rest
of the world.

The survey of 4,700 people
will be released during the 12th
annual Miami Herald Americas
Conference, which begins
Thursday at the Biltmore Hotel
in Coral Gables.

Asked what should be done
with the 1994 free trade agree-
ment among the United States,

*TURN TO OPPENHEIMER, 12A
__ .H ﬁ MiamiHerald.com

See cc nplete
Zogby poll results

on Latin American Issues and
get live coverage from the
Americas Conference

Tiwredad Ock2.2

FROM THE FRONT PAGE | THE OPPENHEIMER REPORT

Isolation not answer for
U.S.; more integration is

*OPPENHEIMER, FROM 1A

Mexico and Canada, 42 per-
cent of Americans said it
should be revised, 17 percent

said the United States should
withdraw from it and 21 per-
| cent said it should not be
. changed.
On whether Congress
should ratify
»WATCH the impending
.Ovvmzzm_.Zmz free trade deal
.ﬂavmw_m:m.ﬁz&_. with Colom-
SUNDAYON  Dia, 18 percent
f Americans
CHANNEL 41 Ol A
said it should
be ratified,
14 percent said it should be

defeated. But 30 percent said

it should be ratified with
additional human rights con-
ditions, which would in
effect force a new negotia-
tion of the agreement.
Fifty-eight percent of
Americans said they support
expanding the fence along
the Mexican border and
34 percent said they oppose
the expansion, the poll said.
“Anytime in America that
you see any kind of economic

| stress like the one we are see-

ing right now, you see this
sort of reaction: a reaction
against outsiders, against
outside economies, against
outside peoples,” said John
Zogby, who conducted the
poll.

“But it may also reflect a
rejection of policies coming

| out of Washington. Thereis a

serious crisis of confidence

in our government institu-
tions,” Zogby added.

He noted that this and
other polls shows that, over- -
all, Americans still support
free trade and a humane
treatment of undocumented
immigrants, especially of
children who were brought
to the United States by their
parents,

‘SCARY FIGURES’

When I read the results of
this poll to Marcelo Giugale,
head of the World Bank’s
economic policies for Latin
America, his reaction was,
“These figures are scary.”

“This shows a huge com-
munications problem,” Giu-
gale said. “The benefits to the
country of greater integra-
tion to the rest of the world,
especially at a time like this,
have not been explained well
enough to the American peo-
bﬂﬂ..n-

My opinion: I agree. There
are seyeral reasons why the
United States needs greater
integration with Latin Amer-
ica and the rest of the world.

Economically, even ifa
new financial rescue deal is
hammered out in Congress in
the next days, the current
U.S. credit crunch will signif-
icantly slow U.S. and world .
economic growth, which will
mean fewer U.S. exports and
fewer jobs for Americans.
Exports have been one of the
few bright spots of the U.S.
economy in recent months, if

not the only one.

And don't be fooled by
CNN's Lou Dobbs and other
reckless populists who tell
you every day that America
is losing good jobs to Mexico.
The top U.S. exports to the
world are high-end goods
such as nuclear reactors, and
the top U.S. exports to Mex-
ico are electrical machinery
and other relatively expen-
sive products.

According to U.S. Com-

‘merce Department figures,
U.S. export-related jobs pay
about 1S percent more than
the average U.S. job.

We need more free trade
deals — not fewer — as well
as to expand the ones we
have so that U.S. manufactur-
ers, farmers and service pro-
viders can export more
goods to 95 percent of the
world’s consumers who live
abroad.

Financially, the United
States relies heavily on other
countries’ purchases of U.S.
Treasury Bonds and other
debt instruments, which have
allowed the Bush administra-
tion to spend much more
than the country could afford
over the past few years.

If the irresponsibility of
the 133 Republican and 95
Democratic members of the
House who voted against the
rescue package leadsto a
major U.S. recession and
countries stop trusting the
U.S. financial system, Ameri-
cans will have even less

. money available to conduct

IMPACT ON U.S. IMAGE |
Politically, barring an

| immediate passage of anew

| rescue plan, financial chaos

. on Wall Street will have an

| effect on America’s image as
a country that works.

| The next U.S, president

| will have a harder time

| preaching democracy and
fundamental economic and

| political freedoms abroad if

| his country is perceived to be

| callapsing.

The world will be a worse
place than it is today.

And for Latin America, all
of this will be bad news. A
slowing world economy will
| push down commodity
| prices that have fueled eco-
nomic growth in South
America, and a depressed
| U.S. economy will mean a
- major drop in exports and
,_ tourism in Mexico, Central
| America and the Caribbean.
| 1¥s easy to be a populist
| and blame others in times
| like these. But it is also
utterly reckless.

What we need are leaders .
who can stand up to popu-
lism and make the case that
only through greater eco-
nomic integration will this
country be able to sell high-
end products to the rest of

| | 'the world, and avoid the loss

of millions of American jobs
that are being increasingly
threatened by the country’s
isolationist mood.
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Market crisis
‘threatening
democracy’

Bl On the first day of The Miami
Herald’s Americas Conference,
Latin American leaders warned that
the U.S. economic meltdown could
disillusion the region’s fledgling
democracies.

BY JACQUELINE CHARLES AND JANE BUSSEY
jbussey@MiamiHerald.com

The crisis gripping U.S. financial
markets not only menaces economic
stability in much of Latin America and
the Caribbean but also threatens fragile
democracies, leaders from the region
said Thursday.

On the same day the $700 billion
financial industry bailout bill was inch-
ing its way through Congress, regional
political leaders; elected officials and
analysts pointed to the consequences a
Wall Street meltdown could have on
countries in the region.

“It's really threatening democracy,
what is taking place,” Dominican Presi-
dent Leonel Ferndndez said in his key-
note address to The Miami Herald’s

*TURN TO LATIN AMERICA, 12A
MiamiHerald.com
& Watch videos and view
photos of the conference
NATION, 44

SEARCHERS LOCATE
FOSSETT’S PLANE '

HUMAN REMAINS AT SIERRA
NEVADA CRASH SITE YIELD
ENOUGH MATERIAL FOR
DNA TESTING

o AMERICAS CONFERENCE

Latin Americans call
market crisis a threat

At The Miami Herald’s
Americas Conference, Latin
American leaders warned that
the U.S. economic meltdown
could disillusion the region’s
fledgling democracies. (1A)
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ith annual Americas Con-
srence in Coral Gables.
High expectations over

he prospects of demucracy

n the region have given way
o disillusion as demoeracy

ailed to boost economic

irosperity and social
dvancement, Fernindez
varned. He noted that the

saribbean was not only buf- [

eted by the financial and
iconomic crises. and rising
pod and energy prices, but
daso slammed by intense
ropical storms and hurri-
:anes this season. '

“Because of the financial &

srisis there is uncertainty,
ind of course this provokes
inxiety and anguish in all of
3ir countries,” Ferndndez
said, He added, though, that
he remained optimistic the
region would overcome its
problems. :

The two-day conference,
which ends Friday, tackles
issues ranging from the fate
of the middle class in Latin
America and the role of polit-
ical parties, to how the 1.5
presidential elections will
determine future 1.5, policy
for the region.

World market events have
captured the attention of rep-
resentatives of countries that
until recently were confident
they would avoid the finan-
cial mayhem that has
changed the face of Wall
Street and hit pocketbooks
on Main Street.

“The whole world is wor-
ried about what could hap-
pen here,” said Marisol,
Argueta de Barillas, El Salva-
dor's foreign minister.

VULNERABLE

Argueta de Barillas said
her country was vulnerable
because more than half of
Salvadoran exports are des-
tined for the United States;
the banking system could
suffer from diminished loans;
and the flow of remittances
— equal to almast 20 percent
of the gross domestic prod-
uct — is already slowing,

Speakers insisted the eri-
sis underscored the deep
divide in theé region over a
1.5.-backed economiec model
that prescribes deregulation,
privatization and trade liber-
alization.

“This is not only a 1.5, cri-
sis,” said Maria Fernanda
Espinosa, Ecuador’s ambas-
sador to the United Nations.

.
NISSA HERJARINHIAMI HERALD STAFF

‘Because of the financial crisis there is

uncertainty, and of course this provokes
anxiety and anguish in all of our countries.”

“This is a systemic crisis. Ttis

a crisis of the economic

model”

Earlier, World Bank econ-
omist Samuel Freije-
Rodriguez outlined the per-
sistent problem of inequality,

which has failed to budge sig-|

nificantly despite economic
growth. Race, gender and

family income still deter-

mined which ehildren would
have access to an education
and therefore opportunities
for a better life, Freije-
Rodriguez said..

“In Latin America, there
are- huge inequalities, not
only among adults but also
among children,” he said,
adding that with the excep-
tion of Uruguay, income
inequality was worse i Latin
America than in sub-Saharan

Africa, a mueh poorer region.

~ LEOMEL FERNAMDELZ,
Doaninican prosident

of the world. Latin America
is considered a region of mid-
dle-income nations.

Former Costa Rican presi-
dential candidate Otton Solis
said the financial turmoil and

“the bailout underscored the

diminished faith evern the
United States held in free

markets solving all problems.

Solis echoed Ferndndez in
copncerns that democracy
was under stress from the

stark disparities inthe region
and threats from the right
-and the left. “Ineguality is a

source of instability. In some

‘corners there is demogcracy

fatigue. Democracy has not
delivered.

“Tatin America is stuck
between two insanities —
free trade agreements and
the insanity of petro-popu-
lism." He was referring to the

procees

" strict U.S.-imposed rules of

free trade agreements and
Venezuelan President Hugo
Chivez's lavish use of oil
to build support.

While representatives
from many couniries insisted
many nations were better
prepared to withstand the
market turbulence spreading
from the 11.5. subprime crisis,
even the most optimistic
congeded no one can predict
how long it will last or how
deep it will go.

“Chile has been doing
well,” said Carlos Appelgren,
director of North America,
Central America and the
Caribbean  in the Chilean
Foreign Ministry. '"We
believe we are prepared to
face this crisis whose dimen-
sions we still don't know,
sither in the United States or
in Chile.”

MORE OPTIMISTIC

Christopher Sabatini,
senior director of policy at
the Council of the Americas,
a business advocacy group
based in Washington, took a
more optimistic view of how
the region will fare through
the crisis.’

“The central banks in

‘Latin America are much

stronger and [more] inde-
pendent than they have ever
Bieen,” Sabatini told an after-
noon panel on Latin Ameri-
ca's middle elass. YA crisis
lilke this could not have hit at
a better time.”

Sabatini also dismissed
the fear that the crisis would
benefit populism.

“There will be a fair
amount of chest-thumping,
gloating,” he said. “The issue
is not going to strengthen
populism. The wheels have
already fallen off that
wagon.” Ll

Disappointment with the

fruits of democracy also dis-

courage the region’s youth
from participating in politics.

« Politics is dirty and bor-
ing’ — that’s what we keep
hearing from students,” said
Sehastidn Acha, a member of
Paraguay's National Con-
gress and a professor at the
University of Asuncion, I

. tell them, that’s why we have

to get involved in politics,
because it's dirty. If it were
clean, there would be no rea-
son to jump in."”

Miami Herald staff writers
Trenton Daniel and Frances
Robles contributed to this
report.
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BY JACQUELINE CHARLES
icharlesiMiamiHerald,.com

When same pecple think
af the mest dangeraus
placesin Latin America;
‘Celombla andMaxico usuarly
come to mind. But
Wednesday's Foraian Pohcy
Magazine ranked Caracas,
Venezuela, as tha Murder
Capital of the World "

The news was deliverad
by Leopoldo Lapaz
Mendoza, the mavor of
Chacao, an Upscala
municipality in Caracas, Just
last month, Lopez made |
international headlineswhen |
Venezuelan President Hugo |

NO TV CABLE

Same speakers ask for

NO MCCAIN, NO SACA

In another incldent related
to the U5, prasidential
elections: -

El
Salvador
Prasident
Tony Saca

. speaker to

el this vear's
Americas
Conference.
Buton s
Tuesday night, a Salvadoran
ernbassy afficial in
Washington and another
source close to Saca callad

confarence crganizers asking |

frantically whather John
MecGain was coming. Both
were told that due to the
financial crisis, MeCain would
be represented by His Latin

Chaviez barrad him fram |
running for mayor of greater
Caracas, Lopez delivered the
news about Caracas as a
panelist at the Americas

 Conference on Political

Partias and Elections in Latin

American adwisory tﬂam
leacler.

Hours later, tha U5, Secret
Service told confarence
‘srganizers that Saca had
eanceled his visit to Miami.

projection screens - others
ask for technology te straam
their words live fromthe
Biltmars Hotal,

A day before the
conferance, one didicatec
worker got ta knaw the hotel

America, The city has 130 I

inside and cut as she ran
around scouting out the
leading docks, parking lot,
golf course —and even the
kitcheani

Mot even the mojitas and
hors doelyvres wereanough
‘ to deter her mission: finding

homicides per 100,000
resitlents in comparisen to
the onge Bloody city of
Medeallin, Colambia, which
now has just 30 murders pear
100,000

the right place fora 24-foot

truck ko park and still getits
| ?54r—f¢01. cableinsicda the

ballfreom whars Domican

Republic President Leonal
| Ferrandes was to gjve his

luncheon addrass.

[ Too bad the plan was
abarted at the [ast minute.

‘ Maybe it was the fear of
having all of those attendees

| trip over the cable as they
rushedin to hear Fernanclez

give his addrass,

Speaking of Fernandez,
dunng a serious addrass
about how the Caribbean is
being hit by five
| simulkanecus crises - among
them consecutive storms and
rising food and fuel prices -
Fernandez coulcdn't help but
issue an observation on the
LS, presidential elections.

" am not supposed to
take sides,” he tald the group
with a Sly smile, butinthe
Deminican Republic many
say Barack Obama looks like
he's half Dominlcanand
rmany say hecomas frem my
naighbornood,

F?bramf« Dek 2 ° 2008

PINOCHET NOSTALGIA

Chile’s late Gen, Augusto
Pinochet 1s cansidered one of
the most blatant symbals of
human rights aouse and
corrupticnin Latin Americs -
ar sa we thaught. But in a
lobby carner, nastalgic
chatter prampted.one.
attendes to blurt this aut:
CEinochet was a gaod
president.”

Some still cradit Pinachet
with setting up an BCONGMIS
system that is the basis far
Chile's financial succass.

ANEW LANGUAGE

The attendees at the
Americas Conference usually
speak English, Spanishor
Economics. Mow we can adel
“rad and blug™ ta that, thanks
teaWaorld Bank study

| examining ineguatities in

LatinAmerica.

In brying to gek the
audience to better
understand the ineguality
gap, speaker Samuel
Freije-Rodriguez offered up |
this example: “Thera ara two
cauntries: S0 percent speak
ted; 50 percent speak blue”

MiamiHerald staff writers
Jane Sussey, Trenton Daniel,
Frances Rabies and Latin
America collirnnist Anares

' Oppenheimer contributed to
. this report,
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FLORIDA
INTERMATIONAL
UNIVERSITY

THURSDAY & FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2-3, 2008 |

THE T2TH ANNUAL MIAMI HERALD AMERICAS {UHFEREI{[E
- BITMORE HOTEL | CORAL GABLES | FLORIDA, LS.

HEW LEADERSHIP — NEW FOCUS: GOOD GOVERNANCE AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE

IN THIS ELECTION YEAR, THE CHALLENGES FACIHG OUR HEMISPHERE
AND THEIR | WILL BE EXAMINED BY TOP LEADERS. .

COMFIRMED SPEAKERS:

l(’lgﬂ FERNANDEZ | FRESIDENT, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
FREVAL | PRESIDENT, HAITI
LIAS ANTONIO SACA | FRESIDENT, EL SALVADOR
Jll].lﬂ COBOS | ViCE PRESIDENT, ARGENTINA
SAMUEL LEWIS MAVARRO | \'[EPMFHAHI]HHIS!ERNI—DEHHFM PARAMA
GENARO GARCIA LUNA | SECRETARY OF PUBLIC SECURITY, MEXID
HUGO LAYADOS MONTES | MINISTER OF ECONDMY, CHILE -
CHARLIE CRIST | GOYERNOR, STATE 0F Elﬂ!lﬂﬁ,
MARISOL ARGUETA DE BARILLAS | M UFW{EEIEHMMS. EL SALYADOR
"WILFRED ELRINGTOM | MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, BELRZ
REBECA PATRICIA SANTOS | MINISTER OF FIRANCE, HﬂN[H]E_kS
RICARDO ESMAHAN | MINISTER OF ECONOMY, FLSAIVADOR
SAM PITRODA | CHAIRMAY, INDIK'S NATIONAL RNOWLEDGE COMMISSION
MUSTAFA MOHATAREM | CHIEF ECOROMIST, GENERAL IMOTORS
CARLDS FILI 1 SENATOR, RATIONAL CONGRESS OF PARAGUAY
LEOPOLDO LOPEZ MENDOZA | MAYOR, CITY OF CHACAG, VEKETUELA
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Preéval:
Haiti
needs
help, not
deportees

¥ Four tropical storms this
summer have left Haiti
unable to accept U.S.
deportees, President René
Préval says.

BY JACQUELINE CHARLES
AND TRENTON DANIEL
jcharles@MiamiHerald.com
Haitian President René
Préval said Friday that his
storm-ravaged country will
no longer be able to accept
U.S. deportees and, for the
first time, publicly called on
the Bush administration to let
undocu-
mented Hai-
tians stay in
the United
States until
their home-
land recovers.
“Haiti will
X no longer be
PreAL able to
receive the deported individ-
uals that the United States
sends us on a regular basis,”
Préval said in his closing
address at the Americas Con-
ference in Coral Gables.
“This is the occasion for
the United States administra-
tion to put in place for Hai-
tians the benefit of TPS, the
Temporary Protected Status,
that has already been granted
to other countries in the
region, such as El Salvador,
Honduras and Nicaragua,” he

*TURN TO HAITI, 12A

AR MiamiHerald.com
o \ Complete
coverage at

MiamiHerald.com/americas
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Haiti needs help, Préval says

*HAITI, FROM TA
said,
After Hurricane Mitch in

1998, Washington granted |

the Central American coun-
tries TPS and it was recently
renewed.

u.s.
Customs Enforcement last
month temporarily halted
deportations to Haiti but
said it would review its deci-
sion on a daily basis, The
relief is not TPS, a designa-
tion approved by Congress
in 1990 for foreign nationals
fleeing civil war and natural
disasters,

The U.S. Department of
Homeland Security declined
to comment late Friday on
Préval’s request.

In an attempt to slow
deportatlons, Haitian goy-
ernment officials in the
United States have said they
stopped issuing travel docu-
ments to deportees after last
month's Hurricane Ike,

After refusing for two
years to ask for TPS for Hai-
tians, Préval sent Bush a
two-page leétter on Feb, 7
requesting a deportation

reprieve. Préval said he

plans to make another for-
mal written request in the
coming days and had made a
personal request to Presi-
‘dent Bush. But Friday's pub-
lic plea was a first for Préval,
who has been criticized for
not speaking out to seek help
for Haiti.

“Without losing his pride,
he needs to reach out and
ask for help. He needs to
have a plan," Miami Haitian
activist Marleine Bastien
said, ““The conditions the
Haitian people are living in
right now demand it,

“He needs to be more vis-
ible on the international
scene. He's the commander
in chief. He has the responsi-
bility to bring the pains and
suffering of this people for-

Immigration and [

ward,” she said

Préval's TPS plea came
during a rare appedrance in
South Florida. The day
before, he wvisited Haiti’s
northwest port city of
Gunaivts,. which remains
encased in mud weeks after
Tropical Storm Hanna sub-
merged it.

He repeated his call at a
meeting Friday night with
more than 50 Haitian com-
munity activists. He shared
firsthand knowledge of the
food shortage and other

humanitarian issues facing

Haiti because of the natural
disasters..

“Now we are in an emer-
gency,” he told the audience.

Haitian community activ-

.ists are planning a vigil for

TPS on Saturday evening at
Notre Dame d'Haiti Catholic
Church in Little Haiti.

At the Americas Confer-
ence, Préval said that while
he had seen TV images and
read the reports on the
storm damage, nothing pre-
pared him for the sight and
smell of the devastation. On
Friday, Haitian authorities
increased the official toll o
793 dead and 310 missing.

‘Préval called on Haitians

] MEWNMIMSIM
SEEKING AID: President Reng Préval says Haiti needs
financial assistance to recover from storm damage.

and friends of Haiti to assist
the country in its recon-
struction, saying the four
back-to-back storms in three
weeks had set the country
back several years and “com-
promised our chance for
development.””

Haiti, he said, doesn't
need just financial aid but
investments of capital,
expertise and desire to help
the country. The two hurri-
canes and two tropical
storms collapsed major
roads and bridges, destroyed
mere than $180 million in
crops and left hundreds of
thousands homeless.

“Haitians are hardwork-
ing and they need to be in
conditions where they can
produce. We need help to
create those conditions so
that we can return to real

production,” he said. “We .

need investments to rebuild
our infrastructure through
international assistance but
also by mobilizing support in
Haiti and abroad.”

The United WNations,
which issued a $108 million
urgent appeal on behalf of
Haiti shortly after the hurri-
canes, has had a hard time
attracting support. So far,

Because of
devastation from
reseni storms, H aiti’s

country won I be able
to accept people
deported by the
United States.

only 17 percent has been col-
lected, prompting Préval to
say that he was worried that
“we will find ourselves alone
or almost alone in the face of
action.” !

“We need to organize
assistance, and [ also ask that
you take measures ... to
appeal for the TPS and do

* what you ean to push for this
flash appeal by the United
Mations. ... Also do what
you can to ]:.alp rebuild Haiti.
1 know that the Haitian Dias-
pora can mobilize itsalf,” he
said. .

Préval encouraged Hal-
tians living abroad to come
“back and contribute. "We
are waiting for you,” he said,

In the wake of the LS.
finanecial erisis, the presiden-
tial elections and Hurricane
Ike hitting Galveston, Texas,

. Hﬂiﬂhas struggled to remain

in focus,

Stressing the need for
TPS, Préval said the plea was
important for Haiti — not
just for Haitian families liv-
ing in the United States who
send more than 51.6 billion
annually to relatives on the
island — an important part
of the country’s ELOeS
domestic product,

“These people come
[hnme] and do not find
work,” Préval said of
deported Haitians. “They
would represent too' heavy
of a burden on the Haitian
budget.”
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Candidates’ aides

debate role in re

W Advisors to John McCaln

and Barack Obama argued
over trade, Cuba,
immigration and other
topics at the Americas
Conference.

BY FRANCES ROBLES
frables@MiamiHerald com g

Latin America advisors to
presidential candidates John
MeCain and Barack Obama
clashed on everything from
trade and Cuba to immigra-
tion Friday, exchanging ideas
and insults in a debate on the
next president’s role in the
region.

McCain advisors Adolfo
Franco and Richard Fontaine
— two of the four panelists at
the Americas Conference ses-
sion in Coral Gables — por-
trayed McCain as a man of
experience whose familiarity

th the region dates back to
his birth in Panama. And a
girlitiend way back when in
Brazil, Fontaine noted,

Obama policy advisors
Dan Restrepo and Francisco
Sanchez pounced on their
rivals, painting their candi-
date as the only response to
years of neglect by Republi-
cans and saying McCain was
a flip-flopper who displayed
“followership” and never
shored up support for his own
immigration projects,

'GLA_._ES HOUSES'
“People in seven glass

houses should not throw !

-stones," Restrepo said, mock-
ing McCain's vast real estate

On immigration, Franco
shot back: “Barack Obama has

He said Restrepo offered a
stricter Cuba policy stance
than his own candidate and

suggested a different candi-

damfunthenammm:party- where this Buy stands on with Cuba _ progress.” ;

ra 82 7 would be more corifort-
been on the sidelines silent — “able having Dan [Restrepo] as

SPEAKING FOR THEIR CANDIDATES: Adolfo Franco, above
right, and foreign policy advisor Richard Fontaine
represented John McCain. Below, Francisco Sanchez,
left, and Dan Restrepo spoke on behalf of Barack
Obama.

~The advisors: said both
for Latin America,” Franco hensive immigr: tion reform,
‘said. “His position is closer to  Only McCain advocates free

John McCain's than Barack trade, whi e Obama would be
Obama's. We don’t know open to engage in dialogue

gion

AMERICAS CONFERENCT

“Barack Obama does not
want to leave any tool off the
‘table,” Sanchez said, respond-
ing to criticiam that the candi-
date suggested he would meet
with Ratil Castro without any
preconditions.

“This idea that he is going
to sit down and have tea and
crumpets, as John McCain has
suggested in the past, is ludi- :
crous,"

INTEREST IN ELECTION

As Latin America contin-
ues its shift to the left, several
nations plunge into storm-re-
lated crisis and high food
prices have create even more
havoe in the region, aspira-
tions are high in the hemi-
sphere for the upcoming 17,5,
election. Years of perceived
abandonment by the Bush
administration, which was
focused on wars in the Middle
East, created a wvacuum

. experts say desperately needs

to be filled.

“The new occupier of the
White House will face & Latin
America and Caribbean com-
‘munity that is disenchanted,”
Haitian President René Préval
said at the conference.

“The crises facing the
world today are not just of the
moment. They are here to
stay ... As a consequence, all
of these crises must be faced
with a spirit of solidarity and
regional responsibility in the
5pirit of a true alliance for
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THE CARIBBEAN

Region facing tough
fight against drugs

BY TRENTOMN DANIEL
AND JANE BUSSEY
jousseyEmMiamiHerald com
Trapped between the pow-
erful narcotics cartels and
drug-consuming natiuns,. the
‘Caribbean and Central Amer-
ican countries that serve as
transit roufes are nutgumed
and underfunded in their
efforts to fight the drug
scourge and rising vielence,
regional leaders said Friday.
“Viule;nt crimes, from kid-
nappings to executions, have

| become t’mnbpag& TEWS .

in the region;™ Panamaman
Vice President Samuel Lewis
Navarro told participants on
the closing day of the 12th
‘Annual Americas Conference,

~which examined the state of

democracy and challenges in

" the region.

“In Papama, every poll
shows that security is ﬁmnng
the first causes of concern of

the population,” Lewis
Navarro said.
Representatives from

Belize, Panama and Mezxico
descnbed the blea;k circum-
stances face by 2
trying . to tackle nrgﬂmza
erime, violent gangs and drug
cartels,

Many cunntues hav;
rewritten their criminal laws

and are trying to boost the

effectiveness of their police
forces.

" But drug gangs have man-
aged to extend their tentacles

,into all levels of government

and law enforcement by buy-
ing protection and driving
fear into all levels of society
with torture, executions and
displays of brutality.

*With that very kind of

| atmosphere it is difficult ta

| deal with criminals,”

said

| Wilfred Elrington, foreign

| minister of Belize

*The people w].m are really

| involved in drug trafficking

| are never arrested,” Elrington

'said, noting these include

“people in the government,
people who are in the board-
rooms and in banks who facil-
itate the trafficking.”

Elrington said that coun-
tries like Belize, which pro-
duce no illegal drugs, have
scant resources to battle the
traffickers and are saddled
with debts, higher prices for
energy and the rising nom-
bers of citizens being
expelled from Europe and the
United States.,

Many of the poor see little
chance of advancement
except through dea]mg with
narcotics.

“The security of the First
World is very dependent on
people from the Third
World,” he said.

Panama’s Lewis Navarro
also pointed to the need to
offer the poor jobs as alterna-
tives to crime.

“Security and development
are two sides of the same
coin,” Navarro said.

Mexico's executive secre- |
tary of the National Public

by Security System, Monte Ale-
 jandro Rubido Garcia,

blamed
the rising violence in Mexico
mﬂlereagnunuf'ﬂrdgtmf-
ﬁﬁersbut;e it
military o ensive agamst
mﬂmm&l&-

“No country is immune™ to

‘the global problems of the

trafficking of druigs, weapons
and humans, said Rubido
Garcia.

He added that the Mexican
government was attempting
to reorganize its dispersed
security forces, citing difficul-
ties in coordinating the
efforts of 1,600 different
police forces in the country,
But Rubido Garcia warned of
the hypothetical scenario for
“3 post-modern war,” if reli-
gious, political or other fanat-
ics ever joined forces with the
viclent drug gangs.
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