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AMERICAS CONFERENCE®  
Inaugurated in 1997 by The Miami Herald, the Americas 
Conference® is the State of Florida’s premier business, 
political and economic forum on Latin America and 
the Caribbean. Last year, the Institute for Public 
Management and Community Service (IPMCS) of 
Florida International University joined The Miami Herald 
to organize the 2008 Americas Conference® which was 
attended by over 550 international executives and gov-
ernment leaders. Participants heard presentations by 
the Presidents of the Dominican Republic and Haiti, Vice 
Presidents of Argentina and Panama, several cabinet 
ministers as well as prominent leaders of business and 
commerce from throughout North, Central and South 
America and the Caribbean. 

In 2009, the conference will again take place at the 
historic Biltmore Hotel in Coral Gables, Florida on 
September 29 and 30. The forum’s theme encompasses 
the challenges and opportunities in the region: “After 
the Crisis: Emerging Challenges and Political Stability.”  
Topics to be addressed include upcoming elections in 
the region, the impact of the current political and fiscal 
stress, and the promotion of economic innovation and 
social prosperity. There will be opportunity for ample 

discussion as these topics and more will be examined 
during this critical two-day conference. 

OBJECTIVE
The objective of the conference is to promote the 
exchange of debate and reflection on the importance 
of good government and strong economies as a way to 
build democracy within our Hemisphere. The conference 
seeks to create a regional dialogue with the participation 
of business leaders, national and regional officials, 
legislators (national, provincial/state), political parties 
and representation of civil society and international 
organizations in the same hotel where the first Summit 
of the Americas took place. Leaders will again come 
together to deliberate on the best policies and practices 
in order to strengthen democracy, economic wellbeing 
and governance in the Hemisphere.

THEMES
The following topics will be discussed at the event:

Economic Impact of the Financial Crisis 
What are the implications of the financial crisis for 
businesses, industry and governments throughout the 
region? What is the appropriate response from both the 
public and private sectors? Is some kind of economic 
stimulus needed, and if so, what type?
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Is there a need for national job or employment 
programs? Is this the time for the promotion of 
community development programs such as enterprise 
zones, community contribution tax credits or urban and 
rural job tax credit programs to promote growth? How 
will the economic crisis affect trade, financial flows, and 
commodity markets in the region?

Foreign Policy Questions
Is the Hemisphere’s democratic future in jeopardy? 
How real is the threat of coup de etats? What does the 
future look like for governments in the region—popu-
list, conservative or social democratic? Which way 
are we going? Will the Obama administration make a 
difference?  Will Venezuela join Mercosur? What kinds 
of sub-regional cooperation will be created within the 
Hemisphere? And will the ALBA replace the ALCA? Will 
the Banco del Sur replace the Washington based 
development banks?

Business as Usual?
Are there new opportuni-
ties beyond the financial 
crisis? Is positive corpo-
rate governance, ethics, 
anti-corruption standards 
the new future? Special 
sessions will be held 
for the private sector to 
exchange ideas across 
boarders. 

Reforming Foreign Aid?
Are better project design and implementation methods 
needed? How to access donor and private sector fund-
ing? Is it time for subnational financing? How can civil 
society, participate in the development of cities and 
improve urban infrastructure?

Governance Sector Reforms
Institutional reform like the role of legislators, political 
parties, civil society, judicial status and possible consti-
tutional improvements will be examined. Also adminis-
trative arrangements of local governments authority 
and the politics of decentralization will be discussed. 

HOTEL INFORMATION
The Biltmore Hotel is located at:
1200 Anastasia Avenue
Coral Gables, Florida, 33134

Each participant is responsible for his/her own lodging 
and travel. The Biltmore Hotel has arranged special 
conference rates for attendees of the Conference at 
$189/night plus tax and other related fees. For a hotel 
reservation, please call the Biltmore Hotel directly by 
phone at 1-305-445-1926 or 1-800-727-1926, by email at 
reservations@biltmorehotel.com or visit their website 
at www.biltmorehotel.com. 

SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS 

The Miami Herald

The Office of Tourism, Trade and Economic Development 
of the State of Florida through the Executive Office of 
Governor Charlie Crist

The World Bank

The Institute for Public Management and Community 
Service of the School of International and Public Affairs 
at Florida International University

Charlie Crist, Governor, State of Florida

Dan Restrepo, director of the 
Western Hemisphere Affairs for 
the National Security Council
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REGISTRATION
Space is limited, register now! 

Fees: Regular Registration is US $250.00 before 
September 18, 2009 and $300 thereafter.

Register online with your Credit Card
https://extra.herald.com/events/

•	 Register	online	with	your	Credit	Card	to	
 ensure your space.

•	 No	cancellations	will	be	accepted	after	
 September 28, 2009. Cancellations are 
	 subject	to	a	$75	processing	fee.

Register online without payment
https://web.fiu.edu/americas/index.asp

•	 Register	online	by	sending	an	email	or	fax.	

•	 Onsite	registration	of	US$	300.00	may	also	
 be payable in cash or travelers check at the 
 conference site. 

CONTACT US
For more information, please contact 
Cristina A. Rodriguez-Acosta or Allan Rosenbaum 
at Florida International University by telephone at 
(305) 348-1271 or visit the Web page www.ipmcs.fiu.edu 
or www.americasconference.com.
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